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DIOCESAN CAMPING 
PROGRAMS 


Camp Saint Nicholas (ages 8-16) 
Sunday, July 9 — Saturday, July 15 
Deanery Centre, Fort Qu’ Appelle SK 
Contact: 

V. Rev. Fr. Daniel Nenson (306) 761-2379 


Camp Vatra for Seniors (ages 14-16) 
Sunday, July 9 — Saturday, July 22 
Vatra Românească, Grass Lake MI 

Contact: 
Rev. Fr. Ian Pac-Urar Ph.D. (330) 666-1782 


Camp Vatra for Juniors (ages 11-13) 
Sunday, July 30 — Saturday, August 12 
Vatra Românească, Grass Lake MI 
Contact: 

Psa. Mary Ellen Rosco (313) 562-1521 


Summer Camp information available online at: 
www.roea.org [Summer Camps] 


CONVOCATION 


In conformity with Article III, Section 7, of the By-Laws of 
The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America, we hereby call into session 


THe 74TH ANNUAL 
EPISCOPATE CONGRESS 


Friday June 30 through Sunday July 2, 2006 


at 
Vatra Românească — Grass Lake, Michigan 


The Congress will be in session starting 


Friday June 30, 10:30 am Eastern Daylight Savings Time 


The Agenda, as will be presented in the Annual Report to the Episcopate Congress 2006 
will include: 


Reading/Approval of the 73rd Annual Episcopate Congress Minutes; 
Official Reports to the Congress; 
Reports from the Episcopate Auxiliaries; 
New Business as submitted by the Episcopate Council 


As per Article III, Section 1, The Episcopate Congress shall be composed of: 

The Bishop 

The Auxiliary Bishop(s) 

The Parish Priest and Assistant Priest(s) 

Two Lay Delegates elected by each Parish Assembly for Congress 2006 

Two delegates from each Auxiliary organization of the Episcopate 

Priests under the jurisdiction of the Episcopate not having parishes, deacons, abbots, abbesses, if 
accredited by the Episcopate Council 

¢ Members of the Episcopate Council in office, including Auxiliary Presidents ex-officio 


Should the duly elected lay delegates be unable to attend, their alternates will represent the parish. No 
addition, substitution or ad hoc delegation will be recognized by the credentials committee. 


+ NATHANIEL 
Archbishop of Detroit and The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America 
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THE 74TH CONGRESS OF THE ROMANIAN ORTHODOX EPISCOPATE OF AINERICA 


Vatra Romaneasca / June 29 - July 2, 2006 


HOTELS 


HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS 
1540 Commerce Park Dr, Chelsea MI 48118 
(734) 433.1600 


Rate: $89.99 (singles/doubles) 
Deadline: May 30 


Features: Indoor pool, breakfast, fitness room, 
nearby restaurants & shopping, high speed internet 


Aarriott 


FAIRFIELD INN by Marriott 
2395 Shirley Dr, Jackson MI 49202 
(517) 784.7877 


Rate: $70.00 (singles/doubles) 
Deadline: May 30 


high speed internet 


BAYMONT" 


INN & SUITES 


BAYMONT INN 
2035 Holiday Inn Dr, Jackson MI 49202 
(517) 789.6000 


Rate: $65.00 (singles/doubles) 
Deadline: June 16 


Features: Breakfast, nearby restaurants 


COUNTRY HEARTH INN 
1111 Boardman Rd, Jackson MI 49202 
(517) 783.6404 


Rate: $58.00 (standard) $55.00 (economy) 
Deadline: June 8 


Features: Breakfast, nearby restaurants & shopping 


Features: Indoor pool, Breakfast, nearby restaurants, 


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 


Thursday, June 29 


Clergy Conference Reconvenes 


9:00am Divine Liturgy 

11:00 am Clergy Conference 

1:00pm Lunch 

2:00 pm 

5:00 pm  Vespers 

6:00 pm = Supper 

7:00pm  Episcopate Council Meeting 


Friday, June 30 


7:30am Divine Liturgy 
9:00am Registration 
10:30 am Invocation to the Holy Spirit 
74th Episcopate Congress Convenes 
1:00pm Lunch 
2:00 pm Congress Reconvenes — Session | 
5:00 pm  Vespers & Sermons 
6:30 pm  Supper 


Saturday, July 1 


7:30am Divine Liturgy 
9:30am Congress Reconvenes — Session III 
12 noon Memorial Service & Blessing of the Graves 
1:00pm — Lunch 
2:00 pm Congress Reconvenes — Session IV 
5:00 pm Great Vespers & Sermons 
6:30 pm  Supper & Romanian Program/Dance 
Sunday, July 2 
8:00am  Matins 
9:30am  Procession of the Hierarchs & Clergy 
~40:00 am  Hierarchal Divine Liturgy 
Congress Banquet & Closing Program 
HOTEL 


Remember, you must mention you 
are with “the ROEA Group” when 
making your reservation in order to 
receive the special discounted price. 


We strongly urge you to reserve 
your rooms before the deadline 
indicated for each hotel. Availability 
& rate not guaranteed after deadline. 


CAR RENTAL 


For more information, or to make 
your reservations today, call AVIS 
Rent-A-Car at 1(800)331.1600, or 
visit their website at www.avis.com. 


You must give them the ROEA Avis 
Worldwide Discount (AWD) Code # 
J867318 to receive the discounted 
rates. 


(Please note: We are unable to host lodging or camping on the Vatra grounds.) 
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THE SELF-REVELATION OF THOMAS AND 
THE SELF-REVEUATION OF CHRIST 


by 


Hieromonk Calinic (Berger) 


The Bible is filled with examples of less-than-perfect 
people who complained, doubted and even disputed with 
God. And God accepts this. In fact, He invites it. God 
wants an open, sincere and honest relationship with us 
in the context of “working things out” and going through 
life. God does not turn away those who love Him, have 
striven to serve Him, have sacrificed for Him, and then 
feel hurt, disappointed or left behind when things do not 
turn out the way they anticipated. 

One such example is the Apostle Thomas, whose 
zeal and love for Christ led him to say “let us go with 
Him, so that we may die with him” (Jn 11:16). On the 
day of the Resurrection, a remarkable event occurred at 
which Thomas was not present: Christ appeared and 
transferred His God-exclusive authority of forgiving 
sins to His Apostles, by breathing into 


doubt? Perhaps he was reasonable, perhaps not. Per- 
haps Thomas wanted to believe, but still could not. His 
inability is partly stubbornness, partly honesty with 
himself. Whatever the case, Thomas could not believe 
and said as much. He is honest with the Apostles for he 
does not hide his unbelief. He could have. He could 
have simply not revealed it and not confessed it. He 
could have gone his way and settled things with God 
by himself. He could have confessed only to God in 
privacy; after all, isn’t God everywhere? Doesn’t He 
hear us in private as well? 

But Thomas did not confess in private and God did 
not answer in private. Instead, both took place before 
the Apostles, the ones through whom Jesus now works 
by a gift of the Holy Spirit. 

And here’s the point: God wants 


them God Himself, the Holy Spirit, 
through whom His forgiveness is 
granted. 

Yet the disciples were not fully 
endowed with the Holy Spirit's power 
until Pentecost and for this reason were 
still gathering in fear behind closed 
doors. In this gathering — before the 
Church and its Apostles — Thomas 
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us fo be honest. He wants us to tell 
Him how we really feel — our pains, 
doubts, anxieties, failings. He's big 
enough to take it. He will respond, on 
any issue. Thomas had doubts and 
confessed them and as the icon and 
hymns of the Church show, Christ 
not only gave Thomas His side, but 
Thomas did not hesitate to investi- 


confessed his doubt. He could have 
concealed it; instead, he was honest. Thomas may have 
very well been the first person to go to Confession. 

Did he commit a sin by doubting? We might be 
tempted to think so because Thomas had no real reason 
to doubt. After all, Thomas had left everything and 
followed Jesus for three years. He listened to him teach 
like no man had ever taught, saw Him labor without 
rest day and night as a perfect ascetic, heal countless 
people in soul and body — even those born blind — and 
raise at least three people from the dead, including one 
that had become a four-day-old stinking corpse. Jesus 
also predicted His own sufferings, death and resurrec- 
tion. Nevertheless, to be crucified — a death only for 
criminals — in a spectacular public display of mob- 
violence, Roman expediency, and cunning and intrigue 
amongst the rulers of their own religion, was trau- 
matic, to say the least. 

Yet Jesus rose from the dead and began appearing to 
- His disciples, at each juncture granting them the proof 
they desired. He appeared to Peter and the others, who 
testified as much, and Thomas rejected their testimony. 

Thomas seeks a sign. How is this possible? Jesus 

said earlier that only “an evil and adulterous generation 
seeks a sign.” Thomas saw all the miracles! He heard 
the testimony of the others. How could he brazenly 
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gate. Christ did not say, “That Tho- 
mas! Until he grows up, I’m not talking to him!” God 
does not oppose our questioning if we are honest and 
if we are seeking. He does not expect us to have “blind” 
faith or not use our rational thought, for why did He 
give us a mind if we are not supposed to use it? 

But our honesty with God cannot be separated from 
the Church, just as Christ cannot be separated from His 
Church. Christ continues to forgive sins and reveal 
Himself in the Church. As one contemporary Orthodox 
theologian has stated: Christ did not come on earth to 
teach us how to feed the poor, or perform any social 
activity, or teach us a new philosophy, as important as 
they may be. Rather, very simply: He left His body and 
sent His Spirit. With these He incorporates us into His 
life in God the Holy Trinity. 

Honesty (Confession) and Revelation (Eucharist) are 
hallmarks of Apostolic life. The former is our self- 
revelation to God and the latter His response of revela- 
tion to us. Both are profoundly personal and at the 
same time inseparable from the Church. Thomas is an 
example to us in both. Only by being honest with God, 
laying everything before Him, revealing ourselves to 
Him, do we give Him an opportunity to reveal Himself 
to us. And in this mutual openness can we too, like 
Thomas, make the confession, “My Lord and my God.” 
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ARCHBISHOP NATHANIEL’S 
PASCHAL VISIT TO MONTREAL 


His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel, assisted by the clergy, blesses the baskets and foods for the traditional 
meal following the Hierarchal Divine Liturgy on Pascha. 


His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel arrived in 
Montreal on Friday, April 21, 2006 and was greeted at 
Buna Vestire Parish by Very Rev. Fr. Constantin Tofan, 
Interim Parish Priest, by Fr. Adrian Manea and Fr. 
Dan Nicolau, attached to Buna Vestire, and by Alex 
C. Popescu, Parish Council President and Lidia 
Constantinescu, Ladies’ Auxiliary President. Friday 
evening His Eminence served the Presanctified Lit- 
urgy at Buna Vestire together with the Priests, and 
was greeted by about 100 faithful who received Him 
with a heartfelt rendition of “Pre Stapanul”. Late Fri- 
day evening Fr. Daniel Nenson, our Dean for Canada, 
arrived in Montreal and stayed with the Archbishop at 
the Buna Vestire Parish House where Fr. Tofan re- 
sides when in Montreal. 

Saturday morning, Archbishop Nathaniel was re- 
ceived at St. Nicholas mission in Montreal by Fr. 
Cezar Vasiliu. Several area Priests served the Lazarus 
Saturday Liturgy with His Eminence, and Dan 
Ungureanu was ordained a Deacon for the mission. 
Approximately 300 faithful attended this service which 
was followed by a Banquet. 

His Eminence served the Palm Sunday Liturgy at 
Buna Vestire Parish, assisted by Fr. Nenson and Buna 
Vestire’s priests. He was greeted by at least 30 Sun- 
day school children and their teachers led by Corinne 


quet. The meal was prepared and served by Vice- 
President Florica Danci and the Ladies auxiliary, while 
appropriate music was played on the organ during the 
luncheon by Lidia Constantinescu. 

On Holy Monday, the Archbishop served the Bride- 
groom evening service at Buna Vestire where close to 
100 faithful attended. 

Holy Tuesday saw His Eminence traveling to our 
Quebec City mission of Sts. Peter and Paul where Fr. 
Postolache met the Archbishop and accompanying 
clerics. The group visited this oldest of Canadian cit- 
ies and was impressed by the number of churches and 
beauty of the architecture. The Bridegroom evening 
service was attended by 100 faithful who then offered 
the guests a lenten meal. The group then returned to 
Montreal. 

On Holy Wednesday morning, the Archbishop served 
the Presanctified Liturgy at Buna Vestire where close 
to 100 faithful attended. The service of Holy Unction 
was then conducted by His Eminence in the evening 
assisted by Buna Vestire priests as well as other Priests 
from the area missions with over 100 faithful partici- 
pating. Also on Wednesday Fr. Nenson returned to 
Regina. 

On Holy Thursday morning, His Eminence served 
the Divine Liturgy at Buna Vestire assisted by Buna 


Salamis who offered the traditional bread and salt, 
__ while the Choir, under the direction of Alex C. Popescu, 
„ sang “Pre Stapanul”. Over 600 faithful were in atten- 
_ dance at this Liturgy which was followed by a Ban- 


ee. 


Vestire priests and area mission Priests with the ser- 
vice being attended by 100 faithful. In the evening, 
Archbishop Nathaniel was received at Sts. Brancoveanu 
Mission in Montreal by Fr. Codrut Ion. The evening 
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service of the Twelve Gospels was attended by 200 
faithful and a traditional lenten meal was served. 

On Holy Friday, at 3:00 p.m. at Buna Vestire, His 
Eminence served the Vespers assisted by Fr. Tofan 
with about 60 faithful in attendance. In the evening, 
Archbishop Nathaniel was received at Holy Ascen- 
sion mission in Montreal by Fr. Nicolae Stoleru. The 
Lamentations service was attended by 300 faithful 
and a traditional lenten meal was served. 

His Eminence celebrated the Holy Saturday Divine 
Liturgy at Buna Vestire where about 400 faithful par- 
took of the Holy Sacraments. 

On Saturday night towards Pascha (Easter) Sunday 
morning, the Paschal Resurrection Service was begun 
outside Buna Vestire at midnight with “Come Receive 
the Light” and 4,000 faithful did just that, braving the 
cold and rain. His Eminence read the Resurrection 
Gospel and the choir led all participants in the chant- 
ing of “Hristos a Inviat”, “Christ est Réssucité” and 
“Christ is Risen”, in Romanian, French and English. 
Fr. Tofan read the Hierarchal Paschal message to the 
faithful and the Paschal service continued inside the 


“Church beginning with the Paschal Canon, followed 


by the Paschal Divine Liturgy. Many faithful remained 
afterwards for the traditional blessing of the baskets at 
the “Rev. Petre Popescu” Parish Hall and partook in 
an early morning Easter meal. 

Sunday morning saw His Eminence serving the 
Agape Vespers at the St. Andrew mission in Laval 
where He was received by Fr. Ion Iancu. The service 
was attended by 300 faithful and a light meal was then 
served. 

On Bright Monday, His Eminence served the Di- 
vine Liturgy at Buna Vestire Parish assisted by most 
area Priests with over 100 faithful in attendance. The 
service was followed by a lunch and then His Emi- 
nence chaired a meeting with area Priests. 

Bright Tuesday found His Eminence returning to 
the Episcopate in Detroit, and Fr. Tofan accompanied 
Him to the airport. 

Archbishop Nathaniel’s 2006 visit from Palm Sun- 
day weekend through Holy Week and Pascha was 
applauded by all the faithful in the Greater Montreal 
area. His 11 day stay at the Buna Vestire Parish House 
demonstrated that this Parish is important to His 
Eminence and that the Episcopate cares for its faith- 
ful. His visits to the area missions during this time 
showed that all belong to the same family, the same 
Episcopate, under the leadership of the same Arch- 
bishop. His Eminence’s celebration of the Bright 
Monday Liturgy at Buna Vestire with most Montreal 
area Priests of the Episcopate followed by a meeting 
with them, suggested that there should be a cohesive- 
ness between the Parish and the missions. 

Peace, continuity, courage, belonging, spiritual joy, 
etc. are the words the faithful use when describing His 


- Eminence’s visit to Montreal. Of course, the highlight 


of the Hierarchal visit was the reception His Emi- 
nence received when standing before the 4,000 faith- 
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ful braving the rain and cold in front of Buna Vestire 
for the midnight Pascal Service. “Hristos a Inviat!” 
rang out to the city of Montreal and joyous faces were 
present as far as the eye could see. His Eminence’s 
visit to Montreal was timely, successful and brought 
a sense of stability and spiritual satisfaction to Buna 
Vestire Parish and the area missions at this most holy 
time of the year. 

On Tuesday morning, as Archbishop Nathaniel was 
leaving the Buna Vestire complex, Fr. Tofan was heard 
saying that he was going to miss his personal chef. 
When asked who that might be, he pointed to the 
Archbishop! His Eminence has many qualities, and 
the fact that he took a personal interest in Buna Vestire’s 
Senior Priest during this time is a testament to our 
Spiritual Father, His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel. 
“Intru Multi Ani Stapane” from your flock in Montreal. 

Participant 


FINANCIAL REPORT 


EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS 


Marie. George, Regina; SK neon a dauna da eee oaza $50.00 
Val & Elaine Luca, Boardman, OH ....................... $50.00 
Mary Tilea, Canfield, OH... eee aeeaeae $50.00 
EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENT (DUES) 
St Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH .................. $8,000.00 
(2007) 
Holy Trinity, Youngstown, OH... nenea $4,680.00 


Sts Michael& Gabriel, Palm Springs, CA........ $3,840.00 
Sts Constantine & Elena, Indianapolis, IN...... $1,668.00 


St John the Baptist, Woonsocket, RI................ $1,000.00 
DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS 
Orthodox Brotherhood (USA) .......................... $1,000.00 
(Annual Support) 
St John the Evangelist, Toronto, ON ................ $105.00 


(Mission Assessment) 


GENERAL DONATIONS 
National ARFORA eee cnee nenea $1,200.00 
(Main Residence Housekeeping) 
George & Alexandrina Samachisa, 


San JOSEE (OA eee e ea aa oes eee at ea ANI $400.00 
Cristian & Carmen Vulpe, Santa Clara, CA...... $300.00 
Adina & Gabriel Enache, Campbell, CA ........... $200.00 
Rev Fr & Psa Constantin Lapustea, | 

San Jose (CA a aa a ia a Ea NU oe $200.00 
Mona & Victor Papari, Burr Ridge, IL .............. $100.00 

“(Pascha Donation) 

Adrian Mocanu, Delray Beach, FL... eee $60.00 

(Pascha Donation) 

Nicolae & Silvia Calin, Troy, MI... nenea $10.00 
MEMORIAM 
Val & Elaine Luca, Boardman, OH... $25.00 
(IMO Rev Fr John Limbeson) 


Zamfira Posteuca, Wilmette, IL «0.0... $20.00 
(IMO Husband: Vasile) 
HIERARCHS TRAVEL FUND 


National ARFORA ............cccceccceseeeeeeeeeeeeeseneneees $1,200.00 
Cont. on page 16 
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St. RAPHAEL OF BROOKLYN 
CELEBRATES 5TH ANNIVERSARY 


His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel with Fr. Leo Copacia (Parish Priest), Deacon Dean Katsilas (Parish 
Deacon), and Subdeacons, Readers and Altar Servers of St. Raphael Parish following the Divine Liturgy. 


On Sunday, May 7, 2006, the parish of St. Raphael 
of Brooklyn in Detroit, Michigan celebrated its fifth 
anniversary. We were honored to have His Eminence 


Archbishop Nathaniel present for the Hierarchal Di- 


vine Liturgy in view of the fact that he was the one 
who had the vision for establishing our parish and 
providing us with a place to worship in northwest 
Detroit. He was also present at our first Divine Lit- 
urgy on May 6, 2001 where he emphasized the impor- 
tance of an all-English speaking parish reaching out 
into this community. 

At this Hierarchal Liturgy he was assisted by Rev. 
Fr. Leo Copacia, the parish priest, Archdeacon David 
Oancea, Deacon Dean Katsilas of St. Raphael and 
Deacons John Bogdan and Nicolae Neagoe from St. 
Mary’s Cathedral in Cleveland, Ohio. Prior to the 
beginning of the Liturgy, several blessings were be- 
stowed by Archbishop Nathaniel on three individuals 
who will serve the parish as Readers: Attorney Michael 
Salem Khoury and Zachary Alexander Katsilas, and 
Altar Server: Henock Misikir. 
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Ably assisting His Eminence in their capacity as 
Subdeacons of our parish were Robert Aaron Mitchell 
and Laike Misikir. 

The choir of St. Raphael was conducted by Karen 
Madias who has been our choir director since our 
inception, with verses being read by Reader Basil 
Barno. 

Following the Divine Liturgy, a festive banquet 
was held in our Fellowship Hall with about 130 people 
in attendance. As invited clergy, we were privileged 
to have present the Very Rev. Fr. Laurence Lazar, 
Dean of St. George Cathedral, Rev. Fr. Dimitrie Vincent 
of St. Thomas Alabanian Orthodox Church and V. 
Rev. Fr. Roman Star, president of the Council of 
Orthodox Churches in Detroit. 

The Master of Ceremonies was Subdeacon Robert 
Mitchell, and he introduced the Parish Council presi- 
dent Myke Jacobs, who gave a very interesting 5-year 
synopsis of our parish activities and good works for 
the benefit of those in attendance. He then presented 

Cont. on page 9 
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URGENT APPEAL: 
ROMANIA FLOOD 
ASSISTANCE 


Grass Lake MI [R.O.E.A. Chancery] — Over the 
past year, Romania has suffered greatly from devasta- 
tion caused by numerous floods throughout the coun- 
try. Again, flood waters have risen out of control 
causing dams to be compromised and tens of thou- 
sands of hectares of farmland and villages to be flooded 
across the country in Oltenia (Southwest), Moldova 
(Northeast), Dobrogea (Southeast), and Transylvania 
(Central). 

“Beyond the economic impact of the disaster, we 
realize the pain and suffering of the thousands of 
souls affected,” commented His Eminence, Archbishop 
NATHANIEL. “We pray that the faithful of the Ro- 
manian-American community will again come to the 
aid of our brothers and sisters in Romania who are in 

"great need.” 

In order to get the aid to Romania as soon as pos- 
sible, we ask that all contributions be sent directly to 
the International Orthodox Christian Charities 
(1.0.C.C.) at: L.O.C.C., Romania Flood Assistance, 
P.O. Box 630225, Baltimore MD 21263-0225. 

Checks payable to: I.0.C.C. (indicate “Romania 
Flood Assistance” in memo). Donations may also be 
made online at www.iocc.org or by calling toll-free at 
1-877-803-IOCC (4622). 


St. Raphael ... 


Cont. from page 8 

a beautiful plaque to His Eminence indicating on it 
that he was truly the original founder and benefactor 
of our parish. He also gave His Eminence a check 
from our parish for Archbishop’s Charity Endowment 
Fund. 

Father Leo Copacia then introduced the original 
founders of our parish and presented them with plaques, 
expressing the appreciation and recognition of being 
original founders of St. Raphael. Father Leo then in- 
dicated that he was blessed to have such dedicated and 
committed altar servers and that his charge would be 
to provide the opportunity for even more men to serve 
the Lord. 

Father Deacon Dean Katsilas then expressed his 
appreciation on behalf of the Parish Council and pa- 
rishioners to Father Leo for his five year service with 
a set of beautiful white and gold vestments, which he 
greatly appreciated. 

His Eminence concluded the program with his per- 
sonal observations and remarks which were so in- 
sightful and appreciated by the members of our par- 
ish. 


Participant 
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Announcing the 


100™ ANNIVERSARY 


HOLY CROSS ORTHODOX CHURCH 
HERMITAGE, PA 
‘SEPTEMBER 16-17, 2006 


Schedule of Events 


Saturday, September 16 
Memorial Service, Vespers, Reception, Program 


Sunday, September 17 
Matins, Entrance of the Hierarchs, Service of Thanks- 
giving, Reception, Banquet 


Sunday Reception / Banquet: Rosemont Banquet & 
Conference Center, 200 Sterling Avenue, Sharon, PA 
16146. Banquet is by reservation ONLY. Payment 
($35-Adults / $13-Children 12 & under) MUST be 
included with reservation. No reservations accepted 
after August 27, 2006. Please send your name, ad- 
dress, phone number and number of tickets pur- 
chasing to: Holy Cross Orthodox Church, Attn: 100" 
Anniversary, 950 Maple Drive, Hermitage, PA 16148, 
Tel. 724-346-3151. Make checks payable to Holy 
Cross 100" Anniversary. 


Hotel Accommodations: Holiday Inn Express, 3060 
Spangler Road, West Middlesex, PA 16159 Tel. 724- 
982-4600. Reserve by September 2, 2006. 


We invite all parishes, organizations, and friends to 
plan on participating in and supporting this milestone 
event. 
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A.R.O.Y. Activity Update 


A.R.O.Y. MEMBERS COME FROM AFAR 
TO ATTEND RETREATS 


The 2006 American Romanian Orthodox Youth Pre-Lenten Retreats (co-sponsored by Holy Cross Greek 
Orthodox School of Theology) were held this February: one for young ladies at the Holy Dormition Monastery 
(Rives Junction, MI), and another for young men at Camp Nazareth (Mercer, PA). 


Participants at the young ladies retreat with Fr. Calinic & Mother Macrina 


A Time for Spiritual Revitalization 


Alexandra Pac-Urar 


“When you enter a monastery, leave the rest of the 
world behind.” This was the opportunity that we were 
given at the young-ladies retreat held at Dormition 
Monastery in February. The weekend truly was a 
retreat. On Friday night, young ladies from Calgary, 
Indianapolis, Grand Rapids, Cleveland, and Akron, 
arrived to fill the rooms of the guest house. Mother 
Gabriella welcomed us all with her words quoted above 
and set the tone for a peaceful weekend. Friday night 
was spent meeting the other girls and the retreat lead- 
ers. Chips, cookies, and constant chatter meant that 
by Saturday morning we had become friends. 

After a short prayer service on Saturday morning, 
we participated in two sessions led by Fr. Calinic 
(Berger). Father reminded us of a theme that is so 
simple, but yet often so hard to practice: “Be who you 
are.” “Challenge yourself to see how strong you can 
be.” “The way to help people is by being honest and 
by being yourself.” His words hit home for many of 


= 10 PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA 


us, as we often feel pressure to grow in directions that 
simply aren't us. In the afternoon, Mother Macrina 
led us on a tour of the Monastery: a chilly walk 
through the forest, down to the lake, and across the 
meadow. We returned to hot chocolate back in the 
guest house. 

The next session began with Mary Long from Holy 
Cross Seminary who told us about more opportunities 
for learning about Orthodoxy at Hellenic College, the 
only Orthodox undergraduate school in the United 
States. Next, Mother Macrina shared anecdotes about 
the power of prayer and of faith in everyday life 
situations, and about the importance of establishing a 
relationship with the Mother of God and the Saints. 
In the remaining few minutes before dinner, anony- 
mously submitted questions were answered by Father 
Calinic on many and diverse subjects peear Ouse Or- 
thodoxy and life. 

Dinner was followed by vespers and free time dur- 
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| ing which we talked, and enjoyed our break from the 
world. Later in the evening, Father presented a slide 
show of Orthodox Holy Places consisting of pictures 
) and stories from Greece, Bulgaria, Romania, Ukraine, 
| and Russia. The evening concluded with a brief ses- 
sion on dating, “Dating 101,” which turned into a 
| conversation among the girls after Father made his 
presentation. 

The retreat drew to a close on Sunday as the Divine 
_ Liturgy was celebrated with His Eminence, Archbishop 


Participants at the young men’s retreat with Fr. Michael and Fr. Calinic. 


Nathaniel. Following a luncheon, we began packing 
to return to the world, which we were now better 
prepared to face. We would like to thank Mother 


Gabriella and the sisterhood of Dormition Monastery 
for their hospitality throughout the weekend and Fa- 
ther Calinic for his initiative in organizing this retreat 
for the American Romanian Orthodox Youth. When 
the cars were packed, hugs, emails, and phone num- 
bers were exchanged as everyone said goodbye and 
excitedly planned to return next year. 
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A Spiritual Mini-Bootcamp 


bi 
Jonathan Wey 


In late February, about twenty young men from 
Indiana, Michigan, and Ohio spent a couple days in 
the wooded hills of western Pennsylvania at the Camp 
Nazareth Orthodox Retreat Center. The time we spent 
together in the remote countryside, away from the 
diverse distractions and stresses of busy day-to-day 
life, provided the perfect setting to prepare for the 
Season of Repentance. 

The focus of our Pre-Lenten retreat was Spiritual 
Warfare. In the Scriptures and lives of the saints of 
our Church, we find many examples of men and women 
who struggled against the challenges and temptations 
of life and who through their perseverance, patience, 
and longsuffering-faith in God, arose to meet these 
difficult challenges. One such model we touched upon 
was Joseph of Egypt: betrayed by family, tempted by 
an immoral woman, slandered and forgotten by friends, 
yet who endured all these sufferings as God prepared 
him to be a king. We also touched on the temptation 
of Adam and Eve in Paradise. What might have hap- 
pened if she decided not to eat of the fruit of the Tree 
of Knowledge? Many such questions led to what be- 
came very thought-provoking discussions. 

In addition to our talks and meals together, there 
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was ample opportunity to explore the beautiful grounds 
— hiking in the woods, basketball, and an exciting 
ping pong tournament. On Saturday night there were 
two slide shows, one presenting many of the holy 
Orthodox monasteries and churches throughout the 
world, the other describing an exciting trip to central 
Greece last spring that was sponsored for college stu- 
dents by the OCF Real Break program. 

On Sunday, we celebrated the Divine Liturgy in the 
Camp’s gorgeous church, made almost entirely of 
wood and crafted in the Carpatho-Russian style, the 
shingles imported from the Carpathian Mountains. 
The campers sang the responses as Fr. Michael Ellis, 
Fr. Joseph (Morris) and Fr. Calinic (Berger) 
concelebrated. 

In the retreat weekend, we were able to learn more 
about our faith in God, and also about ourselves as 
persons and about one another. We became inspired 
to persevere in the challenges of our own time; the 
same challenges the saints have always faced. May 
we too struggle like them so that we may one day have 
the confidence to say with the Apostle Paul: “I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith” (2 Tim 4:7). Amen! 
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‘Not So AMONG YOU 
How Christian is Our Understanding of Church Authority? 
By Bishop Kallistos of Diokleia 


Let’s go back to basics. The theme of our Orientale 
Lumen Conference, during these days, has been “Pri- 
macy and Collegiality.” But in order to understand 
these two things, we need to ask more broadly and 
fundamentally what we mean in the Church by power, 
authority and service. How are these things set forth in 
the Holy Gospels? How far do our present day struc- 
tures of Church authority, whether Orthodox or Catho- 
lic, correspond to Christ’s teaching? 

Let us think about two key passages from Scripture 
which speak to us concerning Church authority. 

First of all, let us recall Christ’s rebuke to the Apostles 
when they were disputing about who would be greatest 
in the Kingdom. His words come in all three Synoptic 
Gospels. In Matthew Chapter 20:25-26, Mark 10:42- 
43, in both these two Gospels Christ’s words come 
during the last journey to Jerusalem. We have the 
same words in Saint Luke’s Gospel, Chapter 22:25-26. 
Here they come at a very significant point, just after 
the institution of the Holy Eucharist. If we reflect that 
the Church is a<‘eucharistic community”, founded and 
held in being by the act of communion in the Body and 
Blood of the Savior, then the place where these words 
come in Luke’s Gospel is particularly significant. 

“You know,” says our Lord, “That those who are 
supposed to rule over the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and their great men exercised authority over them. But 
it shall not be so among you!” “Not so among you” — 
Jesus is altogether unambiguous. The exercise of au- 
thority and power in the Church is to be utterly differ- 
ent from that which prevails in secular society. As a 
Kingdom not of this world — eucharistic, pentecostal, 
eschatological — the Church is unique. She is never to 
be assimilated to models of power and jurisdiction 
prevailing in the fallen world around us. “Not so among 
you” — we are not to model the Church on the absolut- 
ist system of the Roman Empire, or on the graded 
hierarchies of medieval society, or on modern democ- 
racy with its party system and its decision-making by 
majority vote. 

The bishop is not a feudal overlord nor an elected 
parliamentary representative. The chief bishop, or 

“primate,” is neither dictator nor a constitutional mon- 
arch nor the chairman of a board of directors. To 
interpret ecclesial authority by such analogies is to 
overlook the Church’s uniqueness as a Kingdom not 
of this world. It is to forget Christ’s severe and spe- 
cific warning “not so among you.” 

In this same Gospel pericope, having told us what 
Church authority is not, Jesus then goes on to indicate 


„What it is. “It shall not be so among you.” “But who- 


ever will be great among you, let him be your minister. 
„And whoever will be first among you, let him be your 
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servant.” Then Christ goes to appeal through His own 
example. “Even as the Son of Man came not to be 
ministered unto but to minister, and to give His life as 
a ransom for many.” The point is made yet more 
plainly in the Lukan account — I’ve been quoting 
Matthew so far. But in the Lukan account Christ says: 
“T am among you as the one who serves.” 

Here then is the reverse aspect of the injunction “not 
so among you.” Power, says Christ, means service - 
exousia means diakonia. The first shall be last — pri- 


macy means kenosis. So when we move into the realm. 


of the Gospel, we enter into the land of Alice Through 
the Looking Glass. Secular power structures are to be 
subverted totally within the redeemed community. The 
perspective is reversed; the pyramid is stood upon its 
head. The only valid model of Church authority is 
Jesus washing the disciples’ feet at the Last Supper. 

Now I come to my second passage. This is the 
proclamation of the Risen Christ at the end of Saint 
Matthew’s Gospel. 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to Me! Go therefore, and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing in the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all of the things that I have commanded you. 
See, I am with you always until the close of the age, 
Amen” (Matthew 28:18-20). 

Now there are a number of things for us to notice in 
this crucial passage. 

First, it speaks very clearly of the source of author- 
ity. All power comes from God. Exousia — power and 
authority — is imparted by the Father to Jesus Christ, 
and by Christ to the Disciples. This should always be 
the pattern of authority in the Church. Authority is not 
assumed but received. It’s not taken but given. From 
the Father through the Son — that’s always the pattern 
in Church life. The Father is the well-spring; Christ is 
the intermediary. 

We notice very clearly that power in the redeemed 
community of the Church comes from above, not from 
below. In modern democratic thinking, power comes 
from the people. But that is not the teaching of the 
Gospel. Power comes from God through Christ. 

But now, another thing in this passage from Mat- 
thew. “See,” says Christ, “I am with you always.” 
Although He confers authority on the apostles, Christ 
still continues to be present with them to the “close of 
the age.” So Christ shares His authority with the Church, 
with the bishops and the people. He shares His author- 
ity but He does not delegate it, because He is with us 
directly in person. He continues, though He is as- 
cended into heaven, to be immediately present and 

Cont. on page 14 
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maryellenrosco@hotmail.com 


Attention parents and students... 


REGISTRATION FORMS ARE 


NOW BEING ACCEPTED! 


CAMP VATRA FOR JUNIORS 


July 30 through August 12, 2006 


Camp Vatra for Juniors, children ages 11-13, is a two week 
program of religious education, worship and supervised recreation at 
the beautiful Vatra Românească in Grass Lake, Michigan. 


Student Registration Open! 


Registration Forms are being sent to all R.O.E.A. parishes and 
missions in the United States this month. Forms and information are 
also available online at: www.roea.org [Summer Camps]. 

Due to limited space, a limited number of students will be 
accepted. Parents are encouraged to register their children early. 

In order to give a fair opportunity for all to attend, 
registration is on a first-come/first-served basis, and places will not 
be held without registration. Registration deadline is July 15. 


Staff Volunteers Welcome! 

Adults who are interested in working with children are 
encouraged to apply to become leaders in the Church’s sacred 
ministry to her young people. This camp gives children from across 
the country an opportunity to practice and learn about their Orthodox 
Faith while spending recreational time with other Orthodox young 
people. Clergy, church school teachers, parents...all are welcome to 
apply! 

The Staff Member Application Form can be found online at: 
www.roea.org [Summer Camps]. 

Volunteers are needed each year 
for various positions, including: Clergy, 
Teachers, Cooks/Kitchen Staff, Nurse, 
House Parents, Lifeguard, Choir Director, 
Arts & Crafts, Maintenance. 


For more information, or to offer 
your services, please contact: 


Psa Mary Ellen Rosco 
Director, Camp Vatra for Juniors 
313.562.1521 


Tabara de vara de la Vatra Romaneasca din Grass Lake, Michigan, 
pentru Juniori de varste cuprinse intre 11-13 ani, este un program de doua 
saptamani de educatie religioasa, participare la servicii religioase si 
distractii supravegheate. 


Deschiderea Inregistrarii Studentilor! 

Formularele de Inregistrare au fost trimise luna aceasta catre toate 
parohiile si misiunile din Statele Unite, apartinatoare Episcopiei. Formulare 
si informatii sunt de asemenea disponibile si pe internet la adresa: www. 
roea.org [Summer Camps]. 

Datorita spatiului limitat, doar un numar redus de studenti vor fi 
acceptati. Parintii sunt incurajati sa-si inregistreze copii mai devreme. 

Pentru a oferi cea mai cinstita oportunitate pentru toti de a 
participa, inregistrarea se va face pe baza primul venit/primul servit, iar 
locurile nu vor fi tinute fara inregistrare. Ultima zi pentru inregistrari este 
15 lulie 2006. 


Personal Voluntar Binevenit! 

Adultii care sunt interesati sa lucreze cu copii, sunt incurajati sa 
aplice pentru a deveni lideri in sfanta slujirea a tinerilor Sfintei Biserici. 
Aceasta tabara ofera copiilor de pe tot cuprinsul tarii, oportunitatea sa 
practice si sa invete despre Credinta lor Ortodoxa pe durata petrecerii 
timpului de vacanta impreuna cu alti tineri Ortodocsi. Preoți, invatatori la 
scolile de pe langa biserici, parinti, etc... toti sunt bineveniti sa aplice! 

Formularul pentru aplicatie ca Personal Voluntar, poate fi gasit pe 
internet la adresa: www.roea.org [Summer Camps]. 

De voluntari este nevoie in fiecare 
an pentru diferite pozitii, care include: 
Preoti, Invatatori, Bucatari sau Personal la 
Bucatarie, Surori Medicale, Parinti Casnici, 
Salvamari, Directori de Cor, Artizani si 
Creatori, Intretinatori. 


Pentru mai multe informatii, sau 
pentru a va oferi serviciile, va rugam sa ne 
contactati la: 


Psa Mary Ellen Rosco 

Director, Camp Vatra for Juniors 
313.562.1521 
maryellenrosco@hotmail.com 
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“No So Be ae Cont. from page 12 


active in the Church. That is why Orthodox Christians 
feel that the title of “Vicar of Christ” is inappropriate. 
It is a title, as we know, applied primarily to the Pope. 
But, Vatican II said it belongs also to all bishops (Lu- 
men Gentium, 27). 

But I am unhappy about this phrase. A “vicar,” in the 
common understanding, means the representative of 
someone who is absent. But the Risen Christ is not 
absent! He needs no vicar or vicars upon earth. He is 
ever-present through the Holy Spirit. “I am with you 
always!” So, let’s hold fast to these ideas to guide us. 
“Not so among you!” 

The Church is unique. Secular patterns of authority 
are utterly inapplicable. “All authority has been given 
to Me. I am with you always.” The Risen Christ — ever- 
present in the Church through the Holy Spirit — is the 
one and only source of all authority within the Church. 
“Whoever shall be first among you, let him be your 
servant.” Power means service. Think of Christ wash- 
ing the feet of His Disciples. 

So that is the teaching of the Gospel about Church 
authority. How are we to apply it? 

I'd like to think briefly tonight about three factors. 
During this conference, we’ve said quite a lot about the 
primacy of the Pope of Rome. I'd like, rather, to begin 
with another factor, without which we cannot properly 
understand the authority of the Church. I would like to 
start with the authority of the sensus fidelium — the 
general conscience of the Church. We haven’t said very 
much about that so far in our conference. 

Any truly Catholic and Orthodox view of authority 
has to take into account that the Holy Spirit is given, 
not just to patriarchs, popes, or bishops, but to the 
whole people of God. Here we have an important scrip- 
tural indication in John 15:15. There, Christ says that 
He does not call us slaves or servants, but He calls us 
friends. Then He goes on to indicate the difference 
between a slave and a friend. “A slave,” says our Lord, 
“does not know what his Master is doing.” He obeys 
blindly, from fear of punishment. “But,” says Christ to 
His Disciples, “I have made known to you the Father’s 
will and purpose.” So you are not slaves, you are friends. 

That means we don’t obey blindly, but willingly. We 
don’t obey out of fear, but out of love. When Christ 
says that we are His friends, surely that means every 
baptized member of the Church — all of us are His 
friends. He doesn’t restrict His friendship only to the 
hierarchy: So, the Church is truly a society of friends. 
There’s no polarization, then, in the Church between 
the absolute ruler and passive subject. What we have in 
the Church is sisterhood, brotherhood, co-responsibil- 
ity, communion, koinonia. 

Some years ago, the Orthodox Patriarch Ignatius of 
Antioch made a statement of great importance — simple 
but profound. He said: “Communion is the highest au- 
thority in the Church.” 

I think that is exactly what Christ means when He 
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calls us friends. We enjoy communion through Him 
with the Father, and through and in Him we enjoy 
communion with one another. It is this communion 
which is the highest authority in the Church — the au- 
thority of mutual love. 

Now, let’s turn to the account of the descent of the 
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, in Acts 2. We are 
told they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. As Saint 
Peter goes on to point out, “this is a fulfillment of the 
prophecy of Joel: ‘I will pour out my spirit on all 
flesh’” (Acts 2:16-17). 

So, through the descent of the Holy Spirit, in the 
upper room at Pentecost, all members of the Church, all 
without exception, are made spirit-bearers, charismatics, 
in the true sense of that word, imbued with the charis- 
mata of the Paraclete. As Saint Peter points out: “we are 
all anointed as priests.” As we are told in the book of 
Revelation: “we are a kingdom of priests and kings” 
(Revelation 1:6). 

Now, what happened to the Holy Mother of God, to 
the Apostles and to the first Christians gathered at 
Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, happens to each one 
of us. After we’ ve been baptized, immersed in the water 
of the font, then in the Orthodox practice we are anointed 
with the Holy Chrism, the myron. This chrismation, 
immediately after Baptism, is for each one of us a 


personal Pentecost. The tongues of fire which descended ~ 


visibly on the Apostles on the 50" day, descend also 
upon each one of us at our Chrismation, invisibly but 
with no less reality and power. As Saint John says (1 
John 2:20): “you have been anointed by the Holy One, 
and you all know (or you have all knowledge).” 

The power to discern between truth and falsehood is 
not the monopoly of any particular hierarch or order 
within the Church. It is the power given to all the 
baptized, to the royal priesthood in its totality. So here, 
in the sacrament of Chrismation, our personal Pente- 
cost, we have the basis of what is known as the sensus 
fidelium — the general conscience of the Church. It is 
not just a diffused feeling. It is a sacramental power. 

Any doctrine of infallibility — which is not a scrip- 
tural word — has to take this into account. Because the 
Holy Spirit is given to the whole people of God, state- 
ments made by Popes, Patriarchs, and Synods require 
to be received by the people of God as a whole, by the 
anointed ones who constitute the charismatic commu- 
nity of the Church. 


The Holy Spirit does not only speak through the ~ 


hierarchy. The Holy Spirit speaks through all the people 
of God. It may sometimes be lay people who save the 
Church from heresy when the bishops fall away. This is 
well-put by a Latin Father of the fourth century, Saint 
Paulinus of Nola. “Let us hang upon the lips of all the 
faithful, for the Spirit of God breathes upon every one 


of them.” We listen to all the faithful. It may often be 


not a Patriarch or a Pope who speaks the truth, but a lay 
person. 

In the seventh century, in Byzantium and the West, 
very many people fell away into the heresy of 
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Monotheletism. This caused great confusion in the 
Church. Saint Maximus, who was only a layman, stood 
firm and did not give way. When he was in exile, 
emissaries of the emperor came and said: “You are 
alone. The emperor has agreed to this. The Patriarch 
has agreed to this. The Pope of Rome has agreed to it. 
You are outside the Church.” “No,” said Saint Maxi- 
mus, “in that case I ‘am’ the Church.” So he, as a 
layman, bore witness, a faithful witness. 

So it was also that Saint Hippolytus of Rome said, in 
the early third century, “On such as believe rightly, the 
Holy Spirit bestows the fullness of grace, that they may 
know how those who are at the head of the Church 
should teach the tradition and maintain it in all things.” 

So often the laity correct the hierarchs. 

Our Lord Jesus said: “when the Spirit of Truth comes, 
He will guide you into all the truth.” The “you” there 
doesn’t just mean the Pope of Rome, the Patriarch of 
Constantinople, the bishops, the professional theolo- 
gians. “You” means every baptized and chrismated 
member of the Church. 

If we are to have a right understanding of the colle- 
giality of bishops, the meaning of “synod,” and of the 
place of primacy in the Church, we must never forget 
that the Holy Spirit is poured out on the total people of 
God. We must never forget the sensus fidelium, the 
general conscience of the Church. 

Now, what about the second factor — the episco- 
pate? 

The Holy Spirit is given to all the baptized. But, the 
episcopate has a special charism veritatis, charisma of 
the truth, to use Saint Irenaeus’ phrase, a special cha- 
risma to proclaim and teach the truth. This is bestowed 
on bishops through sacramental consecration. Yes, the 
people of God as a whole, the entire company of the 
baptized, are guardians of the truth. But the bishops have 
a special vocation to proclaim and teach the truth. In the 
words of 2 Timothy 2:15 used at the Liturgy, the bishops 
are appointed rightly to define the word of truth. 

Yet the bishops, when they so proclaim the truth, 
speak not to the uninitiated but to those who know, who 
have all knowledge, in Saint John’s word. So there is a 
reciprocal relationship between bishop and flock. 

When the first Orthodox bishop to serve in North 
America was consecrated in Russia in 1840, Saint Inno- 
cent of Alaska, he said in his consecration sermon: “The 
bishop is at the same time the teacher and the disciple of 
his flock.” Russian slavophile theologian Alexis 
Khomiakov singled out that phrase as possessing par- 
ticular significance — teacher and disciple. 

So there isn’t within the Church just a one-way power 
structure. There is a mutuality, co-responsibility, com- 
- munion. The truth enlarges through the communion 
between the bishop and the people. Communion is the 
highest authority in the Church. 

Here, we recall Christ’s words that exousia — power 
— means diakonia — service. “I am among you as one 
who serves,” says Christ. So the bishop is the servant of 

his flock. That must surely mean, among other things, 
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that he needs to listen to them. As Saint Gregory the 
Theologian says, “even bishops have to learn.” 

Now, to discuss primacy. What is true of bishops is 
true equally of primates, patriarchs, and popes. “I am 
among you as the one who serves.” Surely, the best of 
all papal titles used at Rome is servus servorum Dei, the 
servant of the servants of God. Primacy, in its funda- 
mental meaning, is not the possession of greater power. 
It’s not a superior ability to coerce and subjugate. Pri- 
macy means the opportunity and responsibility for a 
wider sphere of service. We may all of us be grateful 
for the way in which this truth has so movingly been 
emphasized by the present pope, John Paul II, in his 
encyclical Ut Unum Sint and elsewhere. 

In commenting on primacy, I would like just to mention 
two further points. Primacy exists at many different 
levels. I remember back in the 1980’s when ARCIC, 
the Roman Catholic-Anglican doctrinal discussion in 
Britain were in progress in their first round, they put 
out a document on authority. It spoke about the position 
of the local diocesan bishop. It also spoke about the 
universal primacy of the pope, Pope of Rome. 

Now, if you only speak about those two things, surely 
you are distorting the proper meaning of the Roman 
Primacy. Because in between the local diocesan bishop 
and the Pope there is a whole series of different levels 
of primatial authority. There is first the regional pri- 
macy of the Metropolitan. That is something that has 
largely fallen into disuse in the Orthodox Church today. 
Then there is the primacy of patriarchs and heads of the 
autocephalous and autonomous Churches. 

Then thirdly, in the understanding of the modern 
Orthodox Church, the Ecumenical Patriarch of 
Constantinople possesses a certain universal primacy 
as “first among equals.” There are different understand- 
ings in different Orthodox Churches about exactly what 
that involves. But then you would come to the universal 
primacy of the Pope of Rome. 

If we isolate the primacy of the Pope, ignore the 
intermediate levels of primatial authority, then our un- 
derstanding of the papal ministry will be, in part, dis- 
torted. 

A second point — all those different levels of primacy 
should not make us lose sight of the fact that sacramen- 
tally all bishops are equal. The Patriarch of 
Constantinople or the Pope of Rome have not received 


- an additional consecration not granted to other bishops. 


If we think of the Church, as I would certainly wish to 
do, in terms of the eucharist, then the bishop is above 
all the one who presides at the eucharist. At every 
eucharist the whole Christ is present, not just a part of 
Him. Christ is not more present in the eucharist at 
Rome or Constantinople or Kiev than He is at the 
eucharist in Oxford or Johnstown or Bound Brook. 
Levels of primacy, that is to say, when the Church is 
seen in eucharistic terms, are secondary to the funda- 
mental equality of every local Church and so of every 
diocesan bishop. 

Cont. on page 16 
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PARISH REGISTER 


BAPTISMS 


Ceuca, Mark Nicholas, son of George & Daniela N. Ceuca, 
Warren, MI. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. Godparents: 
Adrian & Liliana Ilovan and Gabriel & Rodica Necula. 

Godoy, Sofia Maria, daughter of Antonio J. & Alexandra R.E. 
Godoy, Harrison Twp, MI. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, 
MI. Godparents: Gabi & Marina Motea. 

Lazar, Jacob Daniel, son of Iosif & Claudia N. Lazar, Saggamore 
Hills, OH. St. Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH. Godparents: 
Dan & Mihaela Surdu. 

Lucaci, Beniamin, son of Teodor & Rozalia Oros, Livonia, MI. 
Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. Godparents: Catalin & 
Daniela Veber. 

Micu, Cristina, daughter of Marius N. & Elizabeth G.S. Micu, 

Sterling Heights, MI. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. 

Godparents: Dorin & Daniela Prihoiu. 

Mladin, Bogdan Adrian, son of Iulian P. & Adriana M. Mladin, 

Dearborn, MI. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. Godpar- 

ents: Valentin Sturza and Marina Toth. 

Negrut, Claudia, daughter of loan & Floare Negrut, Saggamore 
Hills, OH. St. Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH. Godparents: 
Dan & Mihaela Surdu. 

Orza, Sandra Tamara, daughter of Irinel & Mirjana S. Orza, 
Sterling Heights, MI. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. 
Godparents: Mircea & Tina Puia. 

Silaghi, Vladut Alexander, son of Cristian A. & Claudia D.D. 
Silaghi, Dearborn Heights, MI. Descent of Holy Spirit, War- 
ren, MI. Godparents: Mircea & Liliana Horea. 

Solea, Nikolette Ana, daughter of Daniel & Susan S. Solea, 
Shelby Township, MI. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. 
Godparents: Mike & Mary Zotos and Sam Vlaici. 

Talaba, Cassandra Ioana, daughter of Sorin & Lidia Talaba, 
Ecorse, MI. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. Godparent: 
Camelia Birsan. 


RECEIVED INTO THE CHURCH 


Tremblay, Gayle Ann, Farmington Hills, MI. St. Raphael of 
Brooklyn, Detroit, MI. Rev. Fr. Leonte Copacia. 


FALLEN ASLEEP IN THE LORD 


Draghici, Marian, 80. St. Nicholas, Regina, SK. 

Field, Walter, 86. St. Nicholas, Regina, SK. 

Flick, Eugenia H., 80. St. Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH. 
Lika, John A., 94. St. Nicholas, Alliance, OH. 


“No SO ...”” Cont. from page 15 


I would venture to say, as an Orthodox, that all 
bishops, including the Pope, are fundamentally and sac- 
ramentally equal. So if any is to be styled a primate, his 
Status is to be understood as primus inter pares, the first 
among equals. 

“All authority has been given to Me,” the risen Christ 
says to us. “Lo, I am with you always.” The only final 
authority in the Church is Christ Himself, ever-present 
within her through the Holy Spirit and in the Eucharist. 
Christ alone, as head of the Church, is the source of all 
exousia, all power, and any proper exercise of it can 
only be in Him and through Him. The highest call of 
appeal in the Church, the ultimate criterion of the truth 
remains always the Son of God Himself, living myste- 
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2006 A.R.O.Y. CONFERENCE 
& DEBUTANTE BALL 


The 57th Annual A.R.O.Y. Conference will take place 
on Labor Day Weekend, August 31 — September bs 
2006, hosted by Sts. Peter & Paul A.R.O.Y. Chapter in 
Dearborn Heights, Michigan. Delegates from Roma- 
nian Orthodox parishes across the United States and 
Canada will gather together in prayer and fellowship to 
share their common experiences and work together to 
continue the charitable, spiritual and educational goals 
of the organization. 

We at Sts. Peter & Paul A.R.O.Y. are looking for- 
ward to hosting our many friends and future friends at 
this year’s Conference. Come see what our parish fam- 
ily and the Metropolitan Detroit area have to offer! All 
are welcome to attend! 

For over 50 years, the Debutante Ball has been the 
social highlight of the A.R.O.Y. Conference weekend. 
It is at this event that young ladies from A.R.O.Y. chap- 
ters across the country are formally presented by their 
families to the Romanian-American community as Debu- 
tantes. Young ladies who are A.R.O.Y. members and 
between the ages of 15-18 are invited to participate as 
Debutantes. Registration information is available online. 


For more information, visit the 57th A.R.O.Y. Con- _ 


ference website at: http://conference.aroy.org 


Financial Report cont. from page 7 


SEMINARIAN FUND 
National ARFORA 0.000... eeeeeseeneeeeeeneees $1,500.00 


CAMP VATRA 
National AREORA - =). ee eee $1,200.00 


riously in the Church and leading her in the way of 
truth. 

God’s continuing presence in the Church is not to be 
externalized or materialized. It cannot be identified, 
that is to say, with the letter of Scripture, or with a 
single person such as the Pope, or with the collective 
person of the episcopate gathered in council. All of 
these together with the sensus fidelium, the general 
conscience of the Church, have their part to play in the 
exercise of authority, yet none of them is to be taken in 
isolation from the rest or from the total life of Christ’s 
body. 

“The eucharist is a continual miracle,” a great eucha- 


ristic priest, Saint John of Kronstadt, used to say. The | 


same is true of the Church as a eucharistic organism — 
a continual miracle. In our ecclesial vision, we need 


constantly to return to what remains beyond all external 


criteria and all formal infallibility — what remains the 
central mystery of the Church’s nature. The Church is 
the miracle of God’s presence among humankind. 

Delivered at the Orientale Lumen V Conference, 
June 2001 > 
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WOMEN ANNOUNCES 2006 EvENTS IN 
ENGLAND AND MINNESOTA 


Women’s Orthodox Ministries and Education Net- 
work (WOMEN), a network of Orthodox Christian women 
dedicated to supporting women’s service to Christ and 
His Church in parishes and in local communities, an- 
nounces two upcoming events in 2006, one in England 
and one in the United States. 

On the weekend of July 28-30, 2006, WOMEN will 
join with the Orthodox Fellowship of St. John the Baptist 
to cosponsor the Fellowship’s annual summer confer- 
ence, titled “Women and Men in the Church” at The 
Friars Retreat Center, Aylesford Priory, Kent, England, 
approximately one hour by train from London. Keynote 
speaker Bishop Kallistos Ware will open the conference 
with a talk on “The priesthood of all the Baptised.” 

Other speakers will address the diaconal vocation, 
male and female; laypersons as teachers of the faith; and 
contemporary women saints as role models. The closing 
plenary session will feature a presentation by WOMEN 
Chair Dr. Demetra Velisarios Jaquet, of Denver, Colo- 
rado, on the vision and history of the WOMEN network 
in America, and a discussion led by Ms. Antonia Himmel- 
Agisburg, of Vienna, Austria, on developing a women’s 
network in Great Britain and Europe. 

The sessions will be followed by a range of working 
groups, each opened by a mini-lecture. Orthodox Chris- 
tians are encouraged to register if they are interested in 
the Orthodox Fellowship of St. John the Baptist and the 
Orthodox Church in England; support sisterhood among 
Orthodox women from different countries; accept leader- 
ship responsibility in their own church as a layperson; 
are looking for (new) ways to teach or serve the Church 
or parish; ponder about ways of reestablishing women 
deacons; or seek to share information for growth in faith 
and spiritual life with Orthodox persons from different 
backgrounds in Europe. 

For registration information for the England confer- 
ence please contact Antonia Himmel-Agisburg at 
Antonia.Himmel-A gisburg @chello.at. The website for The 
Friars retreat center can be viewed at www.thefriars.org.uk 

The second event, in the United States, will be a 
leadership retreat held October 13-15, 2006 at beautiful 
Christ the King Retreat Center approximately one hour 
from Minneapolis, Minnesota. It is titled “Through the 
Prayers of our Holy Foremothers, How Should We Then 
Serve? A Leadership Retreat for Orthodox Christian 
Women, Uniting the Wisdom of the Past with the Chal- 
lenges of Ministry Today.” 

This retreat will explore various aspects of Christian 
leadership within an Orthodox historical context by delv- 
ing into the lives and examples of holy foremothers such 
as Mary Magdalene, St. Macrina, St. Kassiane, Mother 
Maria of Paris, and the three unmercenary women, St. 
Zenaida, St. Philonella and St. Hermione. 

The retreat hopes to offer a worshipful setting for 
prayer, fellowship and exploration in which to consider 
such questions as, What does it mean to be a Christian 
"leader? What are the characteristics of a “servant leader”? 
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Can anyone be a leader? How have Orthodox women in 
the past modeled leadership? 

These themes will be explored through presentations 
followed by small group discussions around three gen- 
eral areas: liturgical arts and life; pastoral care; and par- 
ish life. Orthodox women who are seeking to grow in 
spiritual understanding, in active responsibility for their 
unique gifts in Christ, and in service and ministry to the 
Church and their communities are encouraged to register 
for this retreat. For registration information please con- 
tact retreat chair Ms. Ren e Zitzloff at RZitzloff@aol.com 
or telephone 952-474-6946. Christ the King Retreat Cen- 
ter can be viewed at their website http://www.kinghouse. 
com/. 

WOMEN is a non-profit corporation founded in 1994 
to contribute to the cultivation of the Gifts of the Holy 
Spirit in Orthodox Christian women, for nurturing the 
entire body of Christ, building up the Church, and in- 
creasing Christian love for one another, through spiritual 
growth in Christ and service in communities. WOMEN 
professes firm faith in Christ and in the teachings of the 
Orthodox Church, and affirms that each person is created 
in the Image of God and called to grow into His Likeness. 
WOMEN believes that all persons are endowed with 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit in ways that uniquely express the 
fullness of their humanity, and that it is each one’s re- 
sponsibility to develop their God-given talents for ser- 
vice to God and to the community. 

WOMEN actively encourages the vitality and growth 
of the diverse parish, social, community and ecumenical 
ministries of women and men in the Church, which are 
blessed by the Church as Gifts of the Holy Spirit. WOMEN 
reaches a hand and heart of sisterhood across all bound- 
aries, offering resources for education and ministry in the 
service of spiritual life, to connect women of faith in 
action for Christ in their communities and ecumenical 
settings. 

WOMEN ’s four main efforts include: the WOMEN 
webpage and list-serve, providing a clearinghouse of 
information for news of the various ways that women are 
serving in the Church, and a virtual grass-roots commu- 
nity for such women; occasional conferences and re- 
treats, offering education and resources about women’s 
spiritual growth, church leadership, and the current dis- 
cussion of the restoration of the female diaconate; the St. 
Nina Quarterly journal, published in print and online at 
www.stnina.org ; and cataloguing and/or publicizing in- 
ter-jurisdictional and international educational resources 
available from the various departments of parish life, 
religious education, and lay ministry among Orthodox 
churches. 

To view the WOMEN website or to sign onto the 
WOMEN list-serve to receive email news updates on 
Orthodox women serving the Church, and further an- 
nouncements regarding these two events, go to www. 
OrthodoxWomensNetwork.org or email WOMENUSA @ 
aol.com. 
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CONVOCARE 


În conformitate cu Articlolul III, Secţiunea 7, a Regulamentelor 
Episcopiei Ortodoxe Române din America, chemam in sesiune 


AL 74LEA CONGRES 
ANUAL AL EPISCOPIEI 


Vineri 30 Iunie — Duminică 2 lulie, 2006 


la 
Vatra Românească — Grass Lake, Michigan 


Congresul va fi în sesiune de lucru începând cu ziua de 
Vineri 30 Iunie, orele 10:30 am ora Coastei de Est 


Ordinea de zi, după cum este publicată în Raportul Anual către Congresul Episcopiei 2006, va include: 


+ Citirea / Aprobarea Procesului Verbal al celui de-al 73' Congres al Episcopiei 
* Raporturile Oficiale către Congres 

* Raporturi din partea Organizatiilor Auxiliare ale Episcopiei 

* Propuneri noi din partea Consiliului Episcopesc 


PROGRAMUL 
JOI, 29 IUNIE 12:15 pm Slujba Parastasului şi a binecuvântării 
9:00 am Sfânta Liturghie mormintelor 
11:00 am Conferinţa Clerului 1:00 pm  Prânzul 
1:00 pm  Prânzul 2:00 pm Congresul continuă - Sesiunea a IV-a 
2:00 pm Conferinţa Clerului - continuare 5:00 pm  Vecernia Mare şi Meditaţii 
5:00 pm Vecernie şi Meditaţii 6:00 pm Cina şi dans 
6:00 pm Cina 
7:00 pm Şedinţa Consiliului Episcopesc DUMINICĂ, 2 IULIE 
8:00 am Utrenia 
VINERI, 30 IUNIE 9:30 am Procesiunea Clerului 
7:30 am Sfânta Liturghie 10:00 am Sfânta Liturghie Arhierească 
9:00 am Înregistrarea delegaților Banchetul şi Programul de Încheiere 
10:30 am Rugăciunea de invocare a Duhului Sfânt 
i Deschiderea celui de-al 74: Congres al Conform Articolului III, Secţiunea 1, SE vinasaul 
Episcopiei Eee va fi compus din: 
1:00 pm  Prânzul * Episcop 
2:00 pm Congresul continuă - Sesiunea a II-a + Episcop-Vicar 
„5:00 pm Vecernie şi Meditaţii * Preotul Paroh şi Preotul sau Preoţii asistenţi 
6:30pm Cina * Doi delegaţi mireni aleşi de Adunarea Generală a 
re fiecărei Parohii pentru Congresul Epis 
SÂMBĂTĂ, 1 IULIE anil 20067 aaa pe 
„7:30am Sfânta Liturghie = 
„9:30am Congresul continuă - Sesiunea a III-a Con la pag. 24 


VIZITA LA MONTREAL A ÎNALT PREA 
SFINŢITULUI ARHIEPISCOP NATHANIEL CU 
OCAZIA SĂRBĂTORILOR PASCALE DIN 2006 


Inalt Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel a sosit la 
Montreal vineri, 21 aprilie 2006, şi a fost întâmpinat, 
la Parohia Buna Vestire de către Prea Cucernicul Părinte 
Protopop Constantin Tofan, Preot Paroh interimar, 
însoţit de către Prea Cucernicii Părinţi Adrian Manea 
şi Dan Nicolau, ataşaţi la Buna Vestire, împreună cu 
Preşedintele Consiliului Parohial, domnul Alexandru 
C. Popescu şi Preşedinta Reuniunii Doamnelor, doamna 
Lidia Constantinescu. În seara zilei de vineri, Înalt 
Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel a participat la 
Sfânta Liturghie a Darurilor mai înainte Sfintite la 
Biserica Buna Vestire, unde peste o sută de credincioşi 
îl aşteptau, intonând cu multă căldură imnul arhieresc. 
Seara târziu, a sosit la Montreal şi Părintele Daniel 
Nenson, Protopopul Canadei, care a fost găzduit la 
casa parohială a Bisericii Buna Vestire împreună cu 
Înalt Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop, şi unde locuieşte şi 
Părintele Tofan când se află la Montreal. 

În dimineaţa zilei de sâmbătă, Înalt Prea Sfinţitul 
Arhiepiscop Nathaniel a fost primit de către Părintele 
Profesor Cezar Vasiliu la Misiunea Sfântul Nicolae 
din Montreal. Acolo, în prezenţa Înalt Prea Sfinţiei 
Sale, mai mulţi preoţi din regiunea Montrealului au 
slujit Sf. Liturghie din sâmbătă lui Lazăr, după care, 
Vlădicul l-a hirotonit diacon pentru Misiunea Sf. 
Nicolae pe DI. Dan Ungureanu. Trei sute de credincioşi 
au participat la Sfânta Liturghie după care un banchet 
a fost organizat de membrii Misiunii, cu ocazia acestui 
eveniment. 

Duminică dimineaţa, la Biserica Buna Vestire, Sfânta 
Liturghie de Duminica Floriilor a fost săvârşită de 
Înalt Prea Sfintia Sa împreună cu Părintele Nenson şi 
cu preoţii de la Buna Vestire. La intrarea în biserică, 
Înalt Prea Sfintia Sa a fost întâmpinat de surâsul şi 
gingăşia celor treizeci de copii ce urmează Scoala 
Duminicală de la Buna Vestire, însoţiţi de doamnele 
profesoare împreună cu doamna Corinne Salamis, 
directoarea şcolii, care l-au primit pe Înalt Prea See 
Sa in vechea tradiţie românească “cu pâine şi sare” 
timp ce corul parohiei, dirijat de domnul Alex. e. 
Popescu, cânta imnul arhieresc. Mai mult de şase sute 
de persoane au luat parte la această Sfântă Liturghie, 
urmată apoi de un banchet organizat de Consiliul 
Parohial şi de Reuniunea Doamnelor. Pe fondul unei 
muzici potrivite interpretată la orgă de doamna Lidia 
Constantinescu, Preşedinta Reuniunii Doamnelor, 
participanţii au degustat preparate româneşti pregătite 
şi servite de Asociaţia Doamnelor în frunte cu doamna 
Florica Danci, Vice-Preşedinta Reuniunii. 

Luni, în prima zi din Săptămâna Mare, peste o sută 
_ de credincioşi s-au bucurat de serviciul religios de 
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seară, binecuvântat de Înalt Prea Sfintia Sa. 

In ziua de Marti din Săptămâna Mare, Înalt Prea 
Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, însoţit de un sobor de 
preoţi, s-a îndreptat către oraşul Quebec, unde a fost 
primit de către Părintele Postolache de la Misiunea 
Sf. Petru şi Pavel. În timpul zilei, cu ocazia vizitării 
oraşului Quebec de către întregul grup, Înalt Prea 
Sfintia Sa a rămas foarte impresionat de frumuseţea 
acestei vechi citadele canadiene, presărată cu un 
impresionant număr de biserici şi împodobită de un 
deosebit stil arhitectural. Denia din seara de marţi a 
fost săvârşită în prezenţa Înalt Prea Sfinţiei Sale pentru 
cei o sută de credincioşi de aici. După aceea a fost 
servit un meniu de post şi apoi grupul a revenit la 
Montreal. 

În Miercurea Mare dimineaţa, din nou la Buna 
Vestire, Înalt Prea Sfinţitul Nathaniel a participat la 
Sfânta Liturghie a Darurilor mai înainte Sfintite la 
care au luat parte aproape o sută de credincioşi. Seara, 
însoţit de preoţii de la Buna Vestire şi din regiunea 
Montrealului, Înalt Prea Sfinţitul Nathaniel a savârşit 
Slujba de Maslu pentru cei peste o sută de credincioşi 
participanţi. În aceeaşi zi, Părintele Protopop Nenson 
s-a reîntors la Regina. 

Sfânta Liturghie a Sf. Vasile cel Mare unită cu 
Vecernia din dimineaţa zilei de Joia Mare, a fost 
săvârşită de Înalt Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, 
alături de preoţii de la Buna Vestire şi de la celelalte 
misiuni din jurul Montrealului, când în biserică se 
aflau peste o sută de credincioşi. Seara, Înalt Prea 
Sfintia Sa a fost primit la Misunea Sfinţii Brâncoveanu, 
de către Părintele Codruţ Ion împreună cu enoriaşii 
săi. Aici a fost săvârşită Denia celor 12 Evanghelii 
pentru cei peste două sute de credincioşi. În încheierea 
serii toţi participanţii au putut degusta un meniu 
tradiţional românesc de post. 

În după amiaza Vinerii Mari, la ora 3, Înalt Prea 
Sfinţitul Nathaniel î împreună cu Părintele Tofan, au 
săvârţit slujba vecerniei cu scoaterea Sf. Epitaf, alături 
de cei şaizeci de credincioşi prezenţi. Seara, Înalt 
Prea Sfintia Sa a fost primit la Misiunea Înălţarea 
Domnului, de către Părintele Profesor Nicolae Stoleru, 
Parohul Misiunii. La Slujba Prohodului au participat 
aproape trei sute de credincioşi. 

Slujba Sf. Liturghii a Sf. Vasile cel Mare unită cu 
Vecernia din Sâmbăta Mare a fost săvârşită la Biserica 
Buna Vestire de către Înalt Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop 
Nathaniel. Cu acest prilej, peste patru sute de credincioşi 
s-au împărtăşit cu Sfintele Taine. 

Sâmbătă, la miezul nopţii, în pofida timpului 

Cont. la pag. 20 
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Vizita la Montreal ... 


Cont. de la pag. 19 

nefavorabil, peste 4,000 de credinciosi s-au adunat in 
fata bisericii Buna Vestire pentru a se bucura de Slujba 
Învierii Domnului. Slujba de înviere, a început cu 
chemarea “Veniti de luaţi lumină!” şi, în ochii 
credincioşilor ce înfruntau frigul şi ploaia, puteai citi 
o mare bucurie. Înalt Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop 
Nathaniel a citit Evanghelia Învierii, iar corul, cântând 
Hristos a Înviat, Christ Resuscit şi Christ is Risen, 
însoțea cântul de bucurie al tuturor credincioşilor veniţi 
să-şi exprime în româneşte, franceză şi engleză, bucuria 
Învierii. Părintele Tofan a dat citire Mesajul Pascal 
Arhieresc în faţa tuturor credincioşilor. Apoi, serviciul 
religios pascal a continuat în biserică, cu slujba Utreniei 
Paştilor urmată de Sfânta Liturghie Pascală. După 
serviciul religios, mulţi credincioşi, împreună cu tot 
clerul bisericesc, s-au adunat în Sala Parohială “Preot 
Petre Popescu”, şi, în zorii zilei de Paşti, au gustat din 
bucatele pregătite, cu nelipsita pască şi ouă roşii. 

Duminică dimineaţa, Înalt Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop 
Nathaniel s-a îndreptat spre Laval, la Misiunea Sfântul 
Andrei, unde, împreună cu Părintele Iancu, a săvârşit 
Slujba Vecerniei Paştilor (numită popular a Doua 
Inviere) de care s-au bucurat mai mult de trei sute de 
credincioşi. Participanţii au degustat apoi din 
mâncărurile tradiţionale pentru Sărbătorile de Paşti. 

Luni în Săptămâna Luminată, Înalt Prea Sfintia Sa, 
asistat de preoţii din regiune, a slujit Sfânta Liturghie 
pentru cei o sută de credincioşi. După aceea, a urmat 
o mică gustare şi apoi, o întâlnire a preoţilor din 
regiune cu Inalt Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel. 

In dimineaţa zilei de marti, Inalt Prea Sfintia Sa, în 
compania părintelui Tofan, s-a îndreptat spre aeroport 
pentru a se reîntorce la Vatra. 

Vizita Inalt Prea Sfintitului Nathaniel în frumosul 
oraş Montreal şi împrejurimile sale, începând cu Vinerea 
dinaintea Duminicii Floriilor, continuând cu Săptămâna 
Mare şi cu slujbele de Paşti a fost primită cu multă 
căldură şi bucurie duhovnicească de toţi credincioşii. 
Cele 11 zile petrecute la Montreal demonstrează 
importanţa şi grija pe care le acordă Înalt Prea Sfinţitul 
Arhiepiscop Nathaniel credincioşilor Parohiei “Buna 
Vestire” şi Misiunilor din Provincia Quebecului. 
Numeroasele vizite ale Inalt Prea Sfinţiei Sale la toate 
misiunile din regiune ne arată, încă o dată, că suntem 
cu toţii membri ai aceleiaşi Episcopii, sub oblăduirea 
aceluiaşi Arhiepiscop. Sfânta Liturghie de Luni 
dimineaţa în Săptămâna luminată, ţinută de Înalt Prea 
Sfintia Sa, la care au participat aproape toţi preoţii din 
regiunea Montrealului ce fac parte din Episcopie, urmată 
apoi de o reuniune a întregului cler, este o dovadă a 
grijei duhovniceşti pe care o poartă Înalt Prea Sfintia 
Sa şi o frumoasă lecţie pentru coeziunea ce trebuie să 
se înfiripe între parohie şi misiunile din jur. Pace, 
continuitate, curaj, apartenenţă şi bucurie spirituală, 
sunt câteva din cuvintele pe care orice credincios le 
pronunţă când vorbeşte despre recenta vizită a Înalt 
20 
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Prea Sfintitului Arhiepiscop Nathaniel la Montreal. 
Dacă ar trebui să mărturisim despre unul din cele mai 
înălțătoare momente ale acestei vizite, fara îndoială, 
vom spune că Noaptea Învierii la Biserica Buna Vestire 
a fost minunată! În faţa a peste 4,000 de credincioşi ce 
au înfruntat curajos ploaia şi vântul, Inalt Prea Sfintia 
Sa, ne-a mărturisit despre Învierea Domnului Iisus 
rostind “Hristos a Înviat!”, iar ecoul miilor de glasuri 
răspunzând “Adevărat a Înviat!” a răsunat în tot 
Montrealul; nici ploaia nu putea şterge bucuria de pe 
feţele credincioşilor, iar vântul parcă aduna mai multă 
lumină în ochii tuturor credincioşilor! Vizita Inalt 
Prea Sfinţiei Sale la Montreal a sosit la un timp cum 
nu se putea mai potrivit, fiind încununată de împliniri, 
aducătoare de stabilitate şi prilej de revigorare spirituală 
atât la Parohia Buna Vestire cât şi la Misiunile din Jur, 
cu ocazia celei mai importante sărbători ortodoxe, 
Învierea Domnului. * 

În dimineaţa zilei de luni, când Înalt Prea Sfinţitul 
Arhiepiscop Nathaniel părăsea Parohia Buna Vestire, 
Părintele Tofan a spus: “Îmi va lipsi bucătarul-şef...!”. 
Mai apoi, întrebat despre cine este vorba, Părintele 
Tofan şi-a îndreptat privirea către Archiepiscop. Înalt 
Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop Nanthaniel are nenumărate 
calităţi, iar faptul că pe parcursul întregii sale vizite a 
acordat o atenţie personală, particulară, Părintelui 
Protopop Constantin Tofan, este o dovadă a pretuirii 
pe care Inalt Prea Sfintia Sa, o arată Părintelui Tofan. 

Intru Mulţi Ani, Stăpâne! din partea turmei de 
credincioşi din zona Montrealului, pe care cu grijă o 
pastoriti! 


Participant 


MULTUMIRI 


Părintele Dumitru Ionescu împreună cu familia 
mulţumesc din suflet credincioşilor parohiilor “Holy 
Resurrection” din Hayward, California şi “St. Michael 
and Gabriel” din Sacramento, California pentru tot 
ajutorul acordat în momentele grele din ultimele luni 
după accident. De asemenea, deosebite mulţumiri IPS 
Arhiepiscop Nathaniel şi PS Episcop Irineu pentru 
frumoasele cuvinte de îmbărbătare -şi de- susţinere 
morală. Hristos a Înviat şi Dumnezeu să binecuvinteze. 
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MEMBRI AROY au PARTICIPAT LA Două 
CONFERINŢE DUHOVNICESTI 


Conferinţele AROY dinaintea Postului Mare (în colaborare cu Facultatea de Teologie Ortodoxă Greacă 
“Sf. Cruce”) au avut loc în luna februarie la Mânăstirea ‘‘Adormirea Maicii Domnului” 
din Rives Junction, Michigan, pentru fete şi la Centrul de Spiritualitate Ortodoxă Nazareth din 
Mercer, Pennsylvania, pentru băieţi. 


Ambele conferinţe au fost organizate sub călăuzirea P.C. Ierodiacon Calinic, îndrumătorul Spiritual al AROY 


O perioadă de înnoire 
duhovnicească 


“Atunci când intri într-o mânăstire, lasă grijile lumii 
deoparte.” Aceasta a fost oportunitatea care s-a oferit 
fetelor care au participat la Conferinţa duhovnicească 
de la Mânăstirea “Adormirea Maicii Domnului” din 
Rives Junction în luna februarie. Weekend-ul a fost cu 
adevărat o perioadă de reculegere spirituală. Vineri 
noaptea, tinere din Calgary, Indianapolis, Grand Rap- 
ids, Cleveland şi Akron au sosit şi au fost cazate în 
casa de oaspeţi a Mânăstirii. Prea Cuvioasa Maică 
Stareta Gabriela ne-a întâmpinat cu aceste cuvinte pe 
care le-am pus între ghilimele la început, dându-ne 
tonul pentru un weekend petrecut în linişte. Vineri 
seara am făcut cunoştinţă cu celelalte fete şi cu cei 
care au coordonat conferinţa, Părintele Calinic şi Maica 
Macrina. Sâmbătă dimineaţa deja eram prietene. 

După o scurtă rugăciune de dimineaţă, am participat 
la două sesiuni conduse de către Părintele Calinic 
(Berger). Părintele ne-a amintit de o temă pe cât de 
simplă, pe atât de greu de pus în practică: “Fii tu 
însuţi.” “Încearcă singur să vezi cât de puternic poţi 
fi.” “Calea prin care poţi ajuta pe alţii este de a fi 
cinstit şi de a fi tu însuţi.” Cuvintele Părintelui ne-au 
atins într-un punct sensibil pe multe dintre noi, întrucât 
deseori presiunea societăţii ne împinge în direcţii în 
care nu voim să mergem. După-amiază, Maica Macrina 
ne-a condus prin vremea rece într-un tur al Mânăstirii: 
prin pădure spre lac, prin poiană şi înapoi la Mânăstire 
unde ne-am încălzit cu o ceaşcă de ciocolată fierbinte. 

Următoarea sesiune a fost condusă de către Mary 
Long de la Facultatea de Teologie “Sf. Cruce”, care 
ne-a vorbit despre oportunitatea de a învăţa mai multe 
despre credinţa ortodoxă la Colegiul grecesc, singura 
şcoală ortodoxă de acest gen din Statele Unite. Apoi, 
Maica Macrina ne-a împărtăşit istorioare despre puterea 
credinţei şi rugăciunii în viaţa de toate zilele şi despre 
importanţa de a stabili o legătură spirituală cu Maica 
Domnului şi cu sfinţii. În timpul rămas până la cină, 
Părintele Calinic a răspuns la întrebările puse anonim 
despre diferite aspecte ale vieţii creştine. 

După cină, a urmat Slujba Vecerniei şi un timp 
liber pentru meditaţie. Mai târziu, Părintele Calinic a 
prezentat un grupaj de imagini şi istorioare despre 

locurile sfinte din Grecia, Bulgaria, România, Ucraina 
_ si Rusia. Seara s-a încheiat cu o scurtă sesiune despre 
- întâlniri “Dating 101”, care a continuat cu o discuţie 
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între fete. 

Conferinţa s-a apropiat de sfârşit duminică, dupa 
Sfânta Liturghie Arhierească celebrată de Înalt Prea 
Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel. După prânz, ne-am 
pregătit bagajele pentru a ne întoarce în lume, mai 
bine pregătite spiritual. Adresăm mulţumiri Prea 
Cuvioasei Maice Starete Gabriela si soborului 
Mânăstirii pentru ospitalitate şi Părintelui Calinic pentru 
iniţiativa de a organiza această Conferinţă pentru 
AROY. La plecare, s-au schimbat adrese, numere de 
telefon, adrese de e-mail şi imbratisari, precum şi 
promisiuni de a ne revedea anul viitor la Conferinţă. 

Alexandra Pac-Urar 


O scurtă perioadă duhovnicească 


La sfârşitul lui februarie, aproximativ 20 de tineri 
din Indiana, Michigan şi Ohio, au petrecut câteva zile 
în dealurile împădurite din Vestul Pennsylvaniei, la 
Centrul de Spiritualitate Ortodoxă Nazareth. Aici, 
departe de diversele distracţii şi stresul vieţii de zi cu 
zi, am petrecut împreună câteva zile de linişte şi 
reculegere, într-un cadru perfect Înaintea Postului Mare. 

Tema centrală a Conferinţei a fost lupta 
duhovnicească. În Sf. Scriptură şi în Vieţile Sfinţilor, 
găsim nenumărate exemple de bărbaţi şi femei, care s- 
au străduit împotriva tentatiilor şi dificultăţilor întâlnite 
în viaţă, şi care, prin perseverenţă, răbdare şi suferinţe 
pentru credinţa în Dumnezeu, au biruit aceste încercări. 
Unul dintre modelele prezentate a fost cel al Patriarhului 
Iosif din Egipt; trădat de fraţii săi, ispitit de o femeie 
imorală, abandonat de prieteni, a îndurat toate cu multă 


credinţă în Dumnezeu. S-a vorbit de asemenea, despre 


ispitirea lui Adam şi a Evei în rai. Ce s-ar fi întâmplat 
dacă Eva ar fi rezistat ispitei de a mânca din fructul 
cunoaşterii binelui şi a răului? Întrebări asemănătoare 
au provocat discuţii prelungite. 

Pe lângă aceste discuţii, am avut ocazia să explorăm 
împrejurimile, pădurile ce înconjoară Centrul, precum 
şi să jucăm baschet şi ping-pong. Sâmbătă seara ni s- 
au prezentat două proiecţii: una despre mânăstiri şi 
biserici ortodoxe din întreaga lume, iar alta despre o 
excursie în centrul Greciei din primăvara anului trecut, 
relizată de studenţii din cadrul programului OCF Real 
Break. 

Duminică am participat la slujba Sfintei Liturghii 
în biserica de lemn din cadrul Centrului, realizată în 
stilul carpato-rus. Participanţii la Conferinţă au dat 
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EH!-ROY: 
CHEMAM PE TOTI CANADIENII 


Din nefericire există o înţelegere greşită a organizaţiei 
noastre, “The American Romanian Orthodox Youth” 
(Organizaţia Ortodoxă a Tineretului Româno-Ameri- 
can), cu privire la cuvântul “American” din nume. 
Acest cuvânt nu înseamnă că parohiile canadiene sunt 
excluse din această organizaţie. Numele de AROY, ca 
şi numele Episcopie noastre, “The Romanian Ortho- 
dox Episcopate of America” (ROEA), indică că aceste 
organizaţii sunt pe continentul Americii de Nord, iar 
nu faptul că există numai în Statele Unite ale Americii. 

Scopul acestui articol este de a face un apel tineretului 
Canadian: Locul vostru este în AROY! Atunci când în 
AROY avem o singură filială actrivă din Canada, 
participarea noastră este pusă sub semnul întrebării. 
Din punct de vedere istoric, AROY a avut filiale în 
Canada, în special în partea de Vest a Canadei, filiale 
care au fost deosebit de active pentru ani indelungati. 
Organizaţia de tineret a Parohiei Sf. Gheorghe din 
Regina a şi găzduit Conferinţa AROY în trecut. Astăzi 
însă, dacă ne uităm pe lista filialelor AROY active, nu 
mai vedem numele celor din Regina, Calgary, 
Vancouver sau Winnipeg. Unul dintre argumentele 
prezentate este cel al distanţei mari din Vestul Canadei 
până în zona Marilor Lacuri unde îşi desfăşoară cu 
precădere activitatea AROY. Cu toate acestea, ne punem 
întrebarea: de ce aceste parohii nu organizează 
evenimente locale cu filialele de tineret, în acest mod 
înlesnind participarea? 

Noi, la Parohia Sf. loan Botezătorul din Kitchener 


TABĂRĂ DE VARA 
PENTRU TINERI! 


Duminica 9 iulie 
pana 
Sâmbătă 22 iulie 
la 
„Vatra Românească 


Pentru tineri între 14 —16 ani. 


Pentru mai multe informaţii şi un formular 
de înscriere 
Întrebaţi Preotul Paroh 
Sau vizitaţi pagina web: 
http://dore.roea.org 
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suntem binecuvântaţi a fi în zona Marelor Lacuri. Pe 
de altă parte este păcat că de fiecare dată trebuie să 
trecem graniţa pentru a participa la activităţile AROY. 
Pe o rază de două ore de condus cu maşina avem o 
Parohie în London, Ontario şi alte două în Toronto. 
De ce nu putem şi noi organiza un turneu de sport în 
Provincia Ontario? Răspunsul? Nimeni nu spune că 
nu putem! Poate va veni o zi când vom avea un turneu 
AROY de curling în Regina sau unul de hochei în 
Ottawa. Totul este posibil, cu ajutorul lui Dumnezeu. 


Crescând în AROY, n-am crezut niciodată că voi 
face un asemenea apel, întrucât am fost întotdeauna în 
situaţia de a fi un memebru neoficial, întrucât parohia 
noastră nu avea o filială activă în AROY. Acum însă 
situaţia s-a schimbat şi Parohia noastră are una dintre 
cele mai active filiale AROY. Cu toate acestea avem 
nevoie de sprijinul fraţilor din parohiile canadiene 
pentru a creşte. Prin aceasta extindem o invitaţie tuturor 
tinerilor din parohiile canadiene ale Episcopiei noastre 
să ia în considerare înfiinţarea sau reînfiinţarea unei 
filiale AROY în parohiile lor. Fără tineret, ce viitor 
avem? 


Pentru mai multe informaţii cu privire la activitatea 
AROY, vizitaţi website-ul organizaţiei la adresa 
www.aroy.org. De asemenea, dacă doriţi să mă 
contactaţi o puteţi face la adresa: 


John Filip, President Kitchener AROY, john. filip 
@hotmail.com 


IT’S TIME TO THINK ABOUT 


SENIOR CAMP! 


Sunday, July 9 
t 


O 
Saturday, July 22 


at 
Vatra Romaneasca 


For students aged 14 — 16 


For more information and an 
Application Packet, 
ask your Parish Priest 
or visit 
http://dore.roea.org - 
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EDUCAREA CREŞTINĂ A FAMILIEI 


Cuviosul Arsenie cel Mare 
8 Mai 


Impăratul Teodosie cel Mare căuta pentru fii săi 
Arcadie şi Onorie un profesor care să cunoscă foarte 
bine nu doar înţelepciunea lumii ci şi cea creştinească. 
După multe căutări a fost ales diaconul Arsenie, fiu de 
părinţi creştini care studiase greaca, latina, filosofia, 
retorica, “* iscusit în amândouă intelepciunile, în cea 
lumească şi cea duhovnicească” (Vieţile Sfinţilor pe 
Mai). Împăratul le dăduse ordin fiilor să-l asculte pe 
Arsenie ca pe tatăl lor şi chiar împăratul, de multe ori 
mergea să vadă cum sunt învăţaţi fiii săi. Şi, pe lângă 
învăţăturile şcolilor de atunci, îi mai învăţa Arsenie 
pe ei din Scripturi şi “...îi povatuia la obiceiuri bune, 
la calea cea dreaptă şi plăcută lui Dumnezeu ... ca ei 
să nu se împodobească numai cu coroana împărătească, 
ci mai mult cu faptele cele bune şi milostive, cu dreapta 
credinţă şi cu cucernicia cea creştinească.” (Vieţile 
Sfinţilor pe Mai). Lui Arsenie nu îi plăcea viaţa de la 
palat şi se ruga la Dumnezeu să-l ajute să poată duce 
o viaţă liniştită în rugăciune. Odată, Arcadie, unul din 
fiii împăratului, a făcut o greşeală pentru care Arsenie 
l-a bătut rău. Arcadie atât de mult s-a supărat, încât 
după un timp s-a gândit să-l omoare pe Arsenie şi i- 
a spus unui spătar să facă aceasta. Spătarul, însă, l-a 
avertizat pe Arsenie să se păzească, iar acesta s-a 
rugat lui Dumnezeu să-i arate ce are de făcut. “Si pe 
când se ruga, a auzit noaptea un glas de sus spunându- 
i: “Arsenie, fugi de oameni şi te vei mântui.” (Vieţile 
Sfinţilor pe Mai ). Atunci a fugit, ducându-se într-un 
schit din pustiu lângă Alexandria şi s-a călugărit. S-a 
retras singur într-o chilie mică, ducând o viaţă aspră, 
în post şi rugăciune, întrecându-i în sporire 
duhovnicească pe mulţi din monahii din vremea aceea. 
“Pe când-era el în palatul împărătesc, nimeni din 
boieri nu purta mai bune haine decât el; iar după ce s- 
a lepădat de lume, nimeni din monahi nu purta haine 
mai proaste decât dânsul “(Vieţile Sfinţilor). După un 
timp a ajuns vestea despre acest monah desăvârşit 
până la palat. Teodosie cel Mare murise între timp, iar 
acum erau împărați fiii săi, Arcadie şi Onorie. Atunci 
Arcadie, cel ce se gândise să-l omoare, a trimis scrisoare 
lui Arsenie rugându-l să-l ierte pentru greşeala lui, 
cerându-i să se roage pentru el şi fratele său şi 
promiţându-i o sumă mare de bani cu care Arsenie să 
facă ce vrea. Arsenie i-a răspuns că îl iartă pentru 
greşeală, se va ruga pentru el şi fratele lui, dar nu va 
primii banii neavând ce să facă cu ei, el socotindu-se 

“mort pentru lume.“ 

Odată, un frate l-a întrebat ce să facă pentru ca 
citind Scriptura nu înţelegea prea bine şi era ispitit să 
renunţe la citit. Arsenie i-a spuns: “Fiule, se cade ca 
neîncetat să te deprinzi la citirea cuvintelor Domnului, 
măcar că nu le înţelegi puterea şi nu ai umilinţă... 
descântătorii cei ce s-au obişnuit a descânta şerpii, ei 
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nu înţeleg acele cuvinte pe care le grăiesc; iar şerpii, 
auzind puterea cuvintelor, le cunosc cu simtirea şi se 
îmblânzesc, dându-se în mâinile lor. Aşa să facem şi 
noi, măcar că nu înţelegem puterea cuvintelor 
dumnezeieştii Scripturi, însă, când le avem pe ele 
neîncetat în gurile noastre, diavolii auzindu-le, se 
înfricoşează şi fug de la noi, nesuferind cuvintele 
Sfântului Duh, Care a grăit prin robii Săi, proorocii şi 
apostolii.” (Vieţile Sfinţilor pe Mai) 

Inainte de a muri, Cuviosul Arsenie a fost cuprins 
de o frică duhovnicească şi a mărturisit că această 
frică a avut-o de când s-a călugărit. El a trăit mai mult 
de 100 de ani din care 55 de ani a fost călugăr. Cuviosul 
Arsenie cel Mare este sărbătorit pe 8 Mai . 


Întrebări pentru părinţi: 

- Împăratul Teodosie cel Mare a căutat în tot Imperiul 
Roman un profesor care să-i înveţe pe fiii lui calea 
lui Dumnezeu. Noi îi ducem pe copiii noştri la tot 
felul de activităţi sportive, dacă avem bani le mai 
luăm meditator sau le dăm lecţii de muzică sau 
balet, in fine, facem tot ce putem “să-i ţinem ocupați”, 
dar câte ore pe săptămână le dedicăm educării 
religioase a copiiilor? 

- Stiu o mamă care, atunci când a fost întrebată daca 
ar vrea să-şi aducă fiica la Scoala Duminicală, a 
răspuns: “ Fiica mea e prea ocupată: merge la sport, 
nu are timp pentru asta...” Oare nu procedăm şi noi 
la fel cu copiii noştri? Sportul e bun, întăreşte trupul, 
dar trupul e totuşi trecător. Ne-am gândit vreodată 
că fiii şi fiicele noastre care azi sunt copii, fără să 
observăm, vor deveni adulţi, apoi bătrâni, apoi vor 
da socoteală lui Dumnezeu pentru viata lor? Si ce 
vor spune? “Doamne, nu am crezut în Tine, nu m- 
am rugat la Tine şi nu am făcut voia Ta pentru că 
am trăit într-o lume nebună şi părinţii nu mi-au 
vorbit despre Tine!” Să ne ferească Dumnezeu să 
fie aşa. Să ne facem datoria cât nu e prea târziu, 
pentru că mâine-poimâine ne poate călca o maşină 
sau ne putem îmbolnăvi grav şi atunci cine se va 
ocupa de copiii noştri? 

- ““Cândo să crească o să decidă singuri ce să creadă” 
zic unii părinţi. Când o să crească o să fie prea 
târziu, deja au pierdut atâta timp fără Dumnezeu, o 
să cadă pradă religiilor necreştine sau anticreştine 
sau poate chiar satanismului. Si atunci de ce a 
pătimit, a fost răstignit, a murit şi a Înviat isus 
Hristos? Nu şi pentru copiii noştri? 

- Arcadie, deşi ajunsese împărat, şi-a cerut iertare de 
la monahul Arsenie. Avem noi puterea sufletească 
să ne cerem iertare de la cei cărora le-am greşit sau 
suntem prea mândri să o facem? Putem începe prin 

Cont. la pag. 24 
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Cont. de la pag. 23 
a ne cere iertare, soţul de la soţie şi soţia de la sot, 
apoi prin a ne împăca cu socrii şi soacrele şi celelalte 
rude. I-am învăţat pe copiii noştri să-şi ceară iertare 
unul de la altul atunci când greşesc? Adevărul este 
că atunci când copiii se bat e greu să stabileşti cine- 
i de vină; întâi îi desparti, apoi îi laşi un pic “să se 
răcorească” şi apoi încerci să afli unde este greşala. 
De multe ori copiii ştiu singuri cine a greşit şi ca să 
nu intre în conflict cu adulţii se împacă ei intre ei 
foarte rapid. Sunt unii copii care “acum se bat, 
acum se joacă“ şi trec rapid de la una la alta. 
Aceasta este normal în creşterea copiiilor, îşi rezolvă 
conflictele, dar când mai cresc un pic şi apar conflicte 
reale, pot copiii noştri să-şi recunoască greşelile şi 
să-şi ceară iertare? 

- Cuviosul Arsenie l-a iertat pe Arcadie deşi acesta 
încercase să-l omoare. Oare noi i-am iertat pe cei ce 
au încercat să ne facă rău? I-am iertat noi, din toată 
inima, pe cei (sau cele) ce au spus vorbe rele despre 
noi sau copiii noştri? l-am învăţat noi pe copiii 
noştri să-i ierte pe cei ce le-au greşit? 

- Cuviosului Arsenie i-a fost frică înainte de moarte. 
Dacă el, care era atât de curat în faţa lui Dumnezeu 
şi trăia în pustie se temea de Judecată, noi, care 
trăim în această lume plină de tentaţii şi lipsită de 
Dumnezeu cât de mult ar trebui să ne temem? Nu, 
nu trebuie să disperăm, pentru că Dumnezeu e bun 
şi iertător, dar trebuie să ţinem minte că Dumnezeu 
este drept şi noi avem datoria să facem tot ce putem 
să ne păstrăm sufletele curate. Avem preoţi să ne 
mărturisim, avem taina împărtăşaniei, avem 
rugăciunil. Să ne facem datoria de creştini faţă de 
sufletele noastre şi ale copiiilor noştri. | 

Maica Preoteasă 


Convocare 
Cont. de la pag. 18 


„e Doi delegaţi din partea fiecărei organizaţii auxiliare 


a Episcopiei 


„e Preoţi de sub jurisdicţia Episcopiei care nu au 


parohie, diaconi, stareti şi stareţe, dacă sunt acreditaţi 
de Consiliul Episcopesc 


„* Membrii Consiliului Episcopesc în funcţiune, ca şi 


i 
se, 


preşedinţii organizaţiilor auxiliare “ex-officio” 

Dacă delegaţii mireni aleşi legal nu pot participa la 
Congresul Episcopiei, loctiitorii lor aleşi legal de către 
Adunarea Generală Parohială a fiecărei Parohii, vor 
reprezenta Parohia. Nici o adăugare, substituire ori 
delegaţie ad-hoc nu vor fi recunoscute de către 
Comitetul de acreditare. 

+ NATHANIEL 
Arhiepiscop de Detroit şi al 
Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romane din America 
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Cont. de la pag. 21 
răspunsurile, iar P. C. Părinţi Michael Ellis, Joseph 
(Morris) şi Calinic (Berger) au concelebrat. 

De-a lungul weekend-ului am avut oportunitatea să 
învăţăm mai multe despre credinţa ortodoxă, despre 
noi înşine şi unul despre altul. Am învăţat să perseverăm 
în bine, în faţa încercărilor de tot felul, încercări pe 
care şi sfinţii le-au avut. Fie ca şi noi să biruim în 
aceste încercări ca şi ei, astfel încât, într-o zi să putem 
spune şi noi cu tăria Sf. Ap. Pavel: “Lupta cea bună 
m-am luptat, călătoria am săvârşit, credinţa am păzit.” 
Amin! 

Jonathan Wey 


REAMINTIM 
PAROHIILOR 


Toate Parohiile sunt rugate să trimită plata pentru 
înregistrarea la Congresul Episcopiei pe anul 2006 
cât mai repede posibil. Preoţii parohi, asistenţi şi 
delegaţii mireni trebuie să-şi împlinească 
responsabilitatile participând la Congresul 


Episcopiei. Au fost trimise către toate parohiile 
documente oficiale prin care se solicită plata exactă 
a sumei care trebuie plătită de către fiecare parohie, 
indiferent dacă delegaţii parohiei vor participa 
sau nu. 

Dacă aveţi întrebări în legătură cu aceasta vă 
rugăm să contactaţi pe Domnul Mark Chestnut, 
Casierul- Asistent al Episcopiei la telefonul (517) 
522-3598. 
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